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CHURCHILL DOWNS SALUTES 29 HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND  

MEMBERS OF 2016 CLASS OF WINNER’S CIRCLE GOVERNOR’S SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016) – Twenty-nine outstanding high school seniors who make up the roster of the 2016 
class of  Churchill Downs Winner’s Circle Governor’s Scholars were honored for their participation in the program on Wednesday, 
Nov. 16 at Churchill Downs Racetrack. 
 
 The students – one representing each of the Kentucky House of Representatives and Senate districts in Jefferson County, 
Churchill Downs’ home county – were joined at the home of the Kentucky Derby by parents, guardians and school representatives in 
a reception in the Oaks Room of the Jockey Club Suites. The Churchill Downs scholars were later honored in small groups during 
post-race presentations in the track’s G.H. MUMM Winner’s Circle following the first six events on Wednesday’s racing program.   
 
 The participation of each member of the Winner’s Circle Class of 2016 in last summer’s overall Kentucky Governor’s 
Scholars Program was funded in part by Churchill Downs Racetrack and its parent company, Churchill Downs Incorporated. The 
Churchill Downs partnership with the Kentucky Governor’s Scholars Program, now in its 16th year, is unique in that all students who 
participate as Churchill Downs Governor’s Scholars must have overcome personal challenges or other adversity to become high 
achievers in both their personal lives and the classroom.   
 
 With the 29 members of the 2016 class, the Churchill Downs Winner’s Circle Governor’s Scholars program has funded the 
participation of 487 students in the overall Governor’s Scholars program since the public-private partnership was created in 2001. 
 
 As part of the day’s activities, Churchill Downs officials presented a check for $15,000 to the overall Governor’s Scholars 
initiative and its Executive Director and Academic Dean Dr. Aris Cedeno. 
 
 “In the spirt of the Thanksgiving season and on behalf of the Kentucky Governor’s Scholars Program and its more than 
28,000 alums, we thank Churchill Downs for our partnership that has funded the participation of nearly 500 scholars over the past 16 
years,” Dr. Cedeno said. “This sponsorship demonstrates that Churchill Downs has the true soul of a community partner.”  
 
 The overall Kentucky Governor’s Scholars program, launched in 1983, places outstanding students from across the state on 
one of three Kentucky college campuses for five weeks during the summer prior to their senior year. The experiences and activities 
during those weeks are designed to enhance the role of those students as the state’s next generation of civic and economic leaders.  

 
Churchill Downs, the world’s most legendary racetrack, has conducted Thoroughbred racing and presented America’s greatest 

race, the Kentucky Derby, continuously since 1875. Located in Louisville, the flagship racetrack of Churchill Downs Incorporated 
(NASDAQ: CHDN) offers year-round simulcast wagering at the historic track. Churchill Downs will conduct the 143rd running of the 
Kentucky Derby Presented by Yum! Brands on May 6, 2017. The track’s Fall Meet is scheduled for Oct. 30-Nov. 27. Churchill Downs 
has hosted the Breeders’ Cup World Championships eight times and the event will return to the track in 2018. Information is available 
at www.ChurchillDowns.com.  

 
-END- 


