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JERKENS HAS DEFENDING CHAMP EFFINEX, SHAMAN GHOST FOR GRADE I CLARK HANDICAP  
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Wednesday, Nov. 23, 2016) – New York-based trainer Jimmy Jerkens took last year’s edition of the $500,000 
Clark Handicap Presented by Norton Healthcare (Grade I) with Effinex and will bring back the defending champ along with stable mate 
Shaman Ghost to run in this year’s 142nd running of the 1 1/8-mile event at Churchill Downs on Friday.  
 Owned by Dr. Russell Cohen, Effinex entered last year’s Clark Handicap off of a second-place effort behind Triple Crown 
winner American Pharoah in the Breeders’ Cup Classic (GI) at Keeneland, but his run in this year’s Breeders’ Cup Classic was not quite 
as stellar having finished seventh beaten 24 lengths behind Arrogate.  
 “Last year he was coming off of a monster race and this year he’s coming off a terrible race,” Jerkens said. “It looks like he’s 
perked up some since then so we’re giving it a shot; it’s our last shot of the year.” 
 Jerkens is also represented by Shaman Ghost. The Ontario-bred son of Ghostzapper hasn’t run since he won Saratoga’s 
Woodward (GI) on Sept. 3. He was slated to run alongside his stablemate in the Breeders’ Cup Classic but was scratched from the race 
after he developed a temperature.  

“Unfortunately when we went out to California he got a little bug and went off of his feed so we ended up having to scratch 
him before the race,” Jerkens said. “He’s done great since then though. Both horses seem to perk up in the cooler weather but they are 
two good horses and they’ve shown that they got a lot of class and you got to give them a try.” 

Jerkens believes that it’s possible that missing the Breeders’ Cup could end up being a blessing in disguise for Shaman Ghost 
and noted that the nearly three-month layoff since the Woodward could be to the horse’s benefit. After all, he entered his victory in the 
Woodward coming off of a two-month layoff.   

 “His last race was off another two month gap so maybe that’s the thing with him,” Jerkens said. “No one wants to ship all the 
way out to California and have to scratch so we’re hoping it ends up that way then it’ll be worth it. There’s a lot of money spent and a lot 
of time so we got to try to make it back.” 
 The inaugural running of the $12 million Pegasus World Cup (GI) at Gulfstream Park on Jan. 28 is just over two months from 
the Clark Handicap.  
 “You got to think about it, but they have to run well,” Jerkens said. “He’s coming off a win so he’ll have to duplicate that and 
(Effinex) has to turn it around big time.” 
 Jerkens noted how versatile Shaman Ghost is from a pace standpoint. As a 3-year-old, he won the Queen’s Plate from well off 
the pace but has sat just off it in most of his races as a 4-year-old.  
 “Most of his races as a 3-year-old he came from out of the clouds, but this year he’s shown a little more lick,” Jerkens said. “I 
always like to see when horses lay closer than usual when their rider isn’t asking them. That’s usually a good sign and you’re usually in 
business. (Jockey Javier Castellano) had him right in his hands, three or four off the lead and saving ground so the way he looked on 
the backside I was pretty confident.” 
 Javier Castellano, who won the Clark Handicap with Quest in 2003, will return to the saddle to ride Shaman Ghost. Junior 
Alvarado will have the mount aboard Effinex.  
 
THE PIZZA MAN SEEKS ANOTHER BIG WIN IN THURSDAY’S RIVER CITY HANDICAP – Not many 7-year-old 
Thoroughbreds can say that they can compete at the graded stakes caliber, but Midwest Thoroughbred’s old veteran The Pizza Man 
is an exception and will go for yet another graded stakes win in Thanksgiving Day’s $100,000 River City Handicap (GIII) at 1 1/8 miles 
on Churchill Downs’ Matt Winn Turf Course.  
 The Illinois-bred son of English Channel also was under consideration to defend his title in Del Mar’s Hollywood Turf Cup 
(GII), which will be run Friday.  
 “We were considering the Hollywood Turf Cup but the way the flights worked we would have to get there five days before the 
race,” said Midwest Thoroughbred’s owner Rich Papiese. “Not that we weren’t going to look at this race, but it just worked out a lot 
better for us timing-wise and it’s always nice to run closer to home rather than make a long trip. It actually looks like this race will be just 
as tough because it’s full and we’ll have to worry about traffic. (Trainer) Roger (Brueggemann) said he’s doing really well.” 
 The Pizza Man enjoyed his career best campaign last year at age 6 when he won four stakes, highlighted by a victory in the 
Arlington Million (GI) at his home track. His lone victory this year came in the Northern Dancer (GI) at Woodbine on Sept. 17. Papiese 
believes that he still has what it takes to continue competing at a high level.  
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“He was fortunate enough to win the Grade I,” Papiese said. “He came back and ran a good fourth (in the Grade I Canadian 

International on Oct. 16) so we were just about waiting for the right time to get him back and run him again. Roger feels that the mile-
and-an-eighth is fine for him. He doesn’t really need a long distance.” 
 Plans for next year are still up in the air, according to Papiese, who spoke of how special it is to own a horse like The Pizza Man.   
 “We’ll make a decision after this race,” Papiese said. “He’s now 7 going on 8 so at this point it’s all about him. If he wants to 
continue on then we’ll continue on. If he wants to sit on a park bench and feed squirrels he can do that. The thing with him is that he 
doesn’t have a whole lot to prove; he’s done a whole lot already. I guess the best feeling is for him and (2014 Champion Sprinter) Work 
All Week to do as well they did and to be homebreds. It’s always nice to give the guys in Illinois something to brag about and we’ve been 
very fortunate. It’s great between having him and Work All Week, as I’m looking at his display case right now.” 
 Jockey Shaun Bridgmohan has the mount aboard The Pizza Man.  
 
HAWKSMOOR MAKES FIRST START FOR DELACOUR IN FRIDAY’S MRS. REVERE – Trainer Arnaud Delacour 
believes that he has a solid turf filly on his hands with Hawksmoor (IRE), who makes her first start for the trainer in Friday’s $200,000 
Mrs. Revere (GII), a 1 1/8-mile event for 3-year-old fillies over Churchill Downs’ Matt Winn Turf Course.  
 Previously under the care of European trainer Hugo Palmer, the daughter of Azamour (IRE) was a multiple graded stakes 
winner across the pond and enters the Mrs. Revere off of a hard-fought third in Keeneland’s Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup (GI) on 
Oct. 15 where she was unable to fend off eventual winner Time and Motion and late-closing second-place finisher Harmonize, who 
also is entered in Friday’s race.  

“I’m very excited to have a filly of her caliber in my barn,” Delacour said by phone. “When she raced over in Europe she did 
very well and I think that if she takes on the American program well we could be looking at a very solid filly.”  

How she takes on the American program Delacour will find out for sure on Friday, but the trainer is confident that it won’t be 
an issue for her.  

“The change of training has not affected her at all and so far she has been doing everything right,” Delacour said. “I’m not 
surprised by her. She is a very smart filly and has picked everything up right away.” 
 The original plan was to freshen Hawksmoor up for the remainder of the year, but those plans changed when Delacour took 
notice to how well the filly was training.  
 “After her race at Keeneland, we thought that we should just leave her alone for a bit,” Delacour said. “But she looked so good 
and was training so well that (owner) Mr. (Roy) Jackson and I decided to run her one more time this year. I think we’re going to learn 
a lot from the race on Friday. After that we’ll start mapping out plans for next year and see what we can do.” 
 Jockey Florent Geroux will be in the irons for Friday’s race.  
 
GO MAGGIE GO FACES ELDERS IN THURSDAY’S FALLS CITY HANDICAP – Mike Tarp’s 3-year-old filly Go Maggie 
Go will face elders for the first time when tackles the $200,000 Falls City Handicap (Grade II), a 1 1/16-mile event for fillies and mares 
on Thanksgiving Day at Churchill Downs. 
 Trained by Dale Romans, who won previous editions of the Falls City Handicap with Halory Leigh (2004) and Afleeting 
Lady (2012), the daughter of Ghostzapper already has a pair of Grade II wins under her belt. This spring she came fresh off of her 
maiden victory at Gulfstream Park to win the Gulfstream Park Oaks on April 2 and later took Pimlico’s Black Eyed Susan on May 20 
over stablemate Ma Can Do It.   

Go Maggie Go enters Thursday’s race off a three-month layoff and has not made a start since finishing a well-beaten sixth 
behind champion Songbird in the Alabama at Saratoga on Aug. 27.  
 “We freshened her up for this race,” Romans said. “She really needed a little freshener after we ran against (trainer) Jerry 
(Hollendorfer’s) filly (Songbird) in the Alabama, so she’s doing well now. We’ll see what happens.” 
 Romans believes Go Maggie Go is capable of running against older fillies.  

“She can run against older fillies,” Romans said. “It’s that time of year for a lot of these 3-year-olds to step up and face older 
fillies and mares and I think she’s one that can do it.” 
 Jockey Robby Albarado will be aboard Go Maggie Go for Thursday’s race.  
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THANKSGIVING WEEKEND STAKES – The fields for Churchill Downs stakes races on Thanksgiving weekend have been drawn. 
Below are the fields: 
 
Thursday, Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Day) 

• The complete field for the 101st running of the $200,000 Falls City Handicap (GII) for fillies and mares at 1 1/8 miles from the 
rail out (with jockey, assigned weight and morning line odds): Walkabout (Brian Hernandez Jr., 112 pounds, 20-1), Crooked 
Stick (Sophie Doyle, 113, 20-1), Lady Fog Horn (Albin Jimenez, 117, 15-1), Alotta Skirt (Corey Lanerie, 113, 15-1), She 
Mabee Wild (Jesus Castanon, 114, 30-1), Include Betty (Drayden Van Dyke, 120, 9-5), Romantic Vision (Channing Hill, 
115, 20-1), Go Maggie Go (Robby Albarado, 118, 8-5), Sweetgrass (Chris Landeros, 117, 15-1), No Fault of Mine (Florent 
Geroux, 10-1) and Streamline (Joe Rocco Jr., 117, 8-1). Include Betty will race with blinkers on. The Falls City Handicap goes 
as Race 10 of 12 at 3:53 p.m. EDT. 

• The complete field of the 39th running of the $100,000 River City Handicap (GIII) for 3-year-olds and up at 1 1/8 miles on turf 
from the rail out (with jockey, assigned weight and morning line odds): Are You Kidding Me (Alan Garcia, 122, 7-2), Behesht 
(FR) (Joe Rocco Jr., 114, 30-1), Thatcher Street (Brian Hernandez Jr., 116, 12-1), Allied Air Raid (Robby Albarado, 115, 20-
1), Taghleeb (Julien Leparoux, 116, 10-1), One Go All Go (Declan Cannon, 115, 20-1), The Pizza Man (Shaun Bridgmohan, 
124, 5-2), Dubai Sky (Channing Hill, 115, 20-1), Dac (Sophie Doyle, 114, 30-1), Roman Approval (Ricardo Santana Jr., 117, 
12-1), Dujac (Chris Landeros, 114, 30-1), Pleuven (FR) (Corey Lanerie, 118, 9-2), Granny’s Kitten (Florent Geroux, 117, 10-
1) and Bullard’s Alley (Marlon St. Julien, 118, 12-1). Also Eligible: Coco Mon (Robby Albarado, 114, 30-1) and 
Croninthebarbarian (Ricardo Santana Jr., 113, 30-1). Behesht (FR) will race with blinkers on. The River City Handicap goes 
as Race 11 of 12 at 4:22 p.m. EDT. 
 

Friday, Nov. 25 (Black Friday) 

• $500,000 Clark Handicap Presented by Norton Healthcare (GI) for 3-year-olds and up at 1 1/8 miles (with jockeys, assigned 
weight and morning line odds): Gun Runner (Florent Geroux, 118, 4-1), Effinex (Junior Alvarado, 123, 4-1), Are You Kidding 
Me (Alan Garcia, 119, 15-1), Shaman Ghost (Javier Castellano, 122, 8-1), Hawaakom (Miguel Mena, 116, 20-1), Noble Bird 
(Julien Leparoux, 121, 7-2), Breaking Lucky (Luis Contreras, 118, 8-1), Mr. Z (Ricardo Santana Jr., 114, 30-1), Hoppertunity 
(John Velazquez, 124, 3-1) and Prayer for Relief (Robby Albarado, 115, 30-1). The Clark Handicap goes as Race 11 of 12 at 
5:56 p.m. 

• $200,000 Mrs. Revere (GII) for 3-year-old fillies at 1 1/16 miles on turf (with jockey and morning line odds): Dear Elaine 
(Julien Leparoux, 15-1), Noble Beauty (Robby Albarado, 12-1), Caren (Jesse Campbell, 10-1), Celestial Insight (Ricardo 
Santana Jr., 30-1), Mo Knows (John Velazquez, 15-1), Linda (Brian Hernandez Jr., 12-1), Sweet Tapper (Chris Landerosm 
20-1), Harmonize (Junior Alvarado, 2-1), Cross Country (Ty Kennedy, 30-1), Ready for Chianti (Joe Rocco Jr., 20-1), 
Hawksmoor (IRE) (Florent Geroux, 5-2), Strive (Luis Quinonez, 30-1), Shelbysmile (Javier Castellano, 10-1) and Fitpitcher 
(Calvin Borel, 50-1). Also Eligible: Nobody’s Fault (Florent Geroux, 30-1). Harmonize and Hawksmoor (IRE) will carry 123 
and 120 pounds, respectively, while all others will tote 118 pounds. The Mrs. Revere goes as Race 10 of 12 at 5:27 p.m. 

• $80,000-added Dream Supreme Overnight Stakes for fillies and mares at six furlongs (with jockeys and morning line odds): 
Covey Trace (Joe Rocco Jr., 12-1), I’m a Looker (Robby Albarado, 5-1), Fioretti (Sophie Doyle, 8-1), Grace’s Treasure 
(Jesus Castanon, 8-1), Moiety (Javier Castellano, 5-1), Finley’sluckycharm (Brian Hernandez Jr., 1-1), Unbridledexplosion 
(Chris Landeros, 12-1) and Athena (Ricardo Santana Jr., 12-1). The Dream Supreme goes as Race 8 of 12 at 4:27 p.m. 

 
Saturday, Nov. 26 (Stars of Tomorrow II) 

• $200,000 Kentucky Jockey Club (GII) for 2-year-olds at 1 1/16 miles (with jockeys): Han Sense (Julien Leparoux), Total Tap 
(Ricardo Santana Jr.), Wild Shot (Corey Lanerie), Romeo O Romeo (Chris Landeros), Silent Decree (Florent Geroux), Just 
Move On (Declan Cannon), Shareholder Value (Shaun Bridgmohan), Jocker Justice (Hector Rosario Jr.), Warrior’s Club 
(Robby Albarado), Perro Rojo (Jon Court), McCraken (Brian Hernandez Jr.) and Uncontested (Channing Hill). The Kentucky 
Jockey Club is part of the Road to the Kentucky Derby and awards the following points to the Top 4 finishers: 10-4-2-1. The 
Kentucky Jockey Club goes as Race 11 of 12 at 5:56 p.m. 

• $200,000 Golden Rod (GII) for 2-year-old fillies at 1 1/16 miles (with jockeys): Gris Gris (Miguel Mena), Ever So Clever 
(Ricardo Santana Jr.), Dance Proposal (Joe Rocco Jr.), My Sweet Stella (Florent Geroux), Someday Soon (Declan Cannon), 
China Grove (Shaun Bridgmohan), Funny Holiday (Chris Landeros), Fun (Brian Hernandez Jr.), Daddys Lil Darling (Corey 
Lanerie), Dream Dancing (Julien Leparoux), Farrell (Channing Hill) and Lovely Bernadette (Robby Albarado). Dream 
Dancing will race with blinkers on. The Golden Rod is part of the Road to the Kentucky Oaks and awards the following points 
to the Top 4 finishers: 10-4-2-1. The Golden Rod goes as Race 9 of 12 at 4:57 p.m. 
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SINGLE 6 JACKPOT – There’s a 16-day carryover of $139,276 in the 20-cent minimum Single 6 Jackpot for Wednesday, and the 
sequence covers Races 5-10 starting at 3 p.m. EST. The Single 6 Jackpot, which features a low 15-percent takeout, will be paid out only 
if there is a single winning wager with six winners placed at the required minimum bet value. If there are multiple winning wagers with 
six winners in the six-race sequence, 90 percent of the net money wagering into the pool will be paid out, and the remaining 10 percent 
will carry to the Single 6 Jackpot. If there are no tickets will all six winners, 100 percent of the pool will carry to the Single 6 Jackpot. 
There will be a mandatory payout on closing day. 
 
MEET LEADERS – Heading into the final week of the Fall Meet, Corey Lanerie had a two-win lead over Brian Hernandez Jr. in 
the Churchill Downs jockeys standings, 20-18. Julien Leparoux was third with 14 wins. Hernandez won eight races last week to lead all 
riders… Mike Maker had a 10-7 leader over Rusty Arnold and Brad Cox in the trainer standings. … There was a six-way tie atop the 
owner’s standings with three wins each between Brad Kelley’s Calumet Farm, Michael Hui, Steve Landers Racing, Maggi Moss, 
Ken and Sarah Ramsey and Millard R. Seldin Revocable Trust. 
 
MILESTONE WATCH – According to Equibase, jockey Jon Court enters Wednesday’s action two wins shy of 4,000 career wins. … 
Trainer Paul McGee needs four victories to reach 1,000 career wins. … Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott is three wins away from becoming 
the first trainer to saddle 700 career wins at Churchill Downs. Dale Romans is approaching Mott’s all-time local win record. Mott has a 
697-681 lead over Romans.  
 
FIRST RACE IS 11:30 A.M. ON THANKSGIVING DAY – Churchill Downs has a special 11:30 a.m. first race for Thursday’s 12-
race Thanksgiving Day holiday card.  

The 101st running of the $200,000 Falls City Handicap (GII) for fillies and mares at 1 1/8 miles and the 39th running of the 
$100,000 River City Handicap (GIII) for 3-year-olds and up at 1 1/8 miles on turf highlight Thanksgiving Day at Churchill Downs. 

Racing on Thanksgiving Day has been a Louisville tradition at Churchill Downs since 1969 where more than 7,000 turkey 
dinners are served with all the trimmings, making it the largest number anywhere in the region. 

Starting at 1 a.m. on Thursday, Levy Restaurant chefs will begin to prepare the following to serve guests of Thanksgiving Day: 

• 3,000 pounds of turkey breasts 

• 1,756 pounds of spiral ham 

• 380 pounds of sliced peaches for bourbon pickled peaches 

• 16,000 dinner rolls 

• 1,920 pounds of green beans 

• 120 bags of corn bread mix 

• 240 pounds of diced celery 

• 280 pounds of diced white onions 

• 1,200 pounds of corn 

• 240 pounds of leeks 

• 500 pounds of grits 

• 2,100 pounds of apples sliced for cobbler 

• 7,840 slices of pie 
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KENTUCKY DERBY FUTURE WAGERS RETURN THURSDAY-SUNDAY – The first pools of the 2017 Kentucky Derby 
Future Wager will be offered Thursday at noon (all times Eastern) through Sunday at 6 p.m.  

The traditional pool with 23 individual wagering interests and an “all others” option will return, and so will the Kentucky Derby 
Sire Future Wager, which debuted last year and requires bettors to wager on the winning sire for next year’s Kentucky Derby winner. 

The field for Pool 1 of the Kentucky Derby Future Wager (with morning line odds): Beach Bum (#1, 15-1), Classic Empire 
(#2, 8-1), Fact Finding (#3, 20-1), Gormley (#4, 20-1), Gunnevera (#5, 15-1), Hemsworth (#6, 30-1), Hookup (#7, 50-1), #8 Irish 
War Cry (#8, 50-1), Just Move On (#9, 20-1), Klimt (#10, 15-1), Lookin At Lee (#11, 30-1), Mastery (#12, 12-1), McCraken (#13, 
15-1), Mo Town (#14, 30-1), No Dozing (#15, 50-1), Not This Time (#16, SCRATCHED), Practical Joke (#17, 15-1), Running 
Mate (#18, 50-1), Saint’s Fan (#19, 50-1), Syndergaard (#20, 15-1), Takaful (#21, 30-1), Uncontested (#22, 30-1), Wild Shot (#23, 
50-1) and “All Others” (#24, 5-2). 

The field for the Kentucky Derby Sire Future Wager (with betting number and morning line odds): Bernardini (#1, 15-1), 
Bodemeister (#2, 20-1), Candy Ride (ARG) (#3, 15-1), Curlin (#4, 15-1), Distorted Humor (#5, 20-1), Flatter (#6, 30-1), 
Gemologist (#7, 20-1), Ghostzapper (#8, 15-1), Giant’s Causeway (#9, 12-1), Harlan’s Holiday (#10, 20-1), Into Mischief (#11, 
20-1), Kitten’s Joy (#12, 20-1), Malibu Moon (#13, 20-1), Medaglia d’Oro (#14, 15-1), Pioneerof the Nile (#15, 12-1), Scat Daddy 
(#16, 20-1), Speightstown (#17, 20-1), Tapit (#18, 10-1), Tiznow (#19, 30-1), Unbridled’s Song (#20, 30-1), Uncle Mo (#21, 15-1), 
Union Rags (#22, 15-1), War Front (#23, 15-1) and “All Other Sires” (#24, 8-1). 

The complete schedule for Future Wager dates: Pool 1 and Sire Future Wager, Nov. 24-27; Pool 2, Jan. 27-29; Pool 3 and Oaks 
Future Wager, Feb. 24-26; and Pool 4, March 31-April 2.  
  
50/50 CHARITABLE GAMING RAFFLE SET FOR CLARK HANDICAP DAY – Churchill Downs will host a 50/50 Charitable 
Gaming Raffle on “Black Friday,” Nov. 25 with half of the raffle proceeds to benefit the Churchill Downs Incorporated Foundation’s 
charitable initiatives.  
 
DOLLAR BEER FROM 3-6 P.M. ON CLOSING DAY – As a special thank you to on-track guests throughout the year, Churchill 
Downs will conclude the 21-day Fall Meet with $1 draft beer from 3-6 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 27. 
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