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ASMUSSEN HOPING TENFOLD CAN TURN CHURCHILL FORM AROUND 
IN SATURDAY NIGHT’S GRADE III, $250,000 LUKAS CLASSIC 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019) – Winchell Thoroughbreds’ multiple graded stakes winner Tenfold is hoping to 
enter the Woodford Reserve Winner’s Circle at Churchill Downs for the first time in Saturday’s $250,000 Lukas Classic Presented by 
Budweiser (Grade III). 
 “It really wasn’t until Monday when I made the decision to run him (at Churchill),” Hall of Fame trainer Steve Asmussen 
said. “I toyed with the idea of running him in the Jockey Club Gold Cup (GI) knowing he likes the extra distance. Originally, I thought 
that race would have a couple more horses enter and that’s why I didn’t decide until Monday to run him in the Lukas Classic.  
 “He’s a big-leggy horse. He is good enough, he just needs to put it all together. I was extremely relieved when he won the 
Pimlico Special.” 
 Tenfold, a son of the former Asmussen-trainee Curlin, won the $300,000 Pimlico Special (GIII) in mid-May but has since run 
sub-optimal efforts in the $600,000 Stephen Foster (GII) and $1 million Pacific Classic (GI). Asmussen’s go-to rider Ricardo Santana 
Jr. will ride the homebred from post 6 at morning line odds of 6-1. 
 The 5-2 morning line favorite in the Lukas Classic is WinStar Farm, China Horse Club International and SF Racing’s 
multiple graded stakes winner Quip, who arrived to Churchill Downs on Thursday morning from trainer Rodolphe Brisset’s base at 
Keeneland. Quip was the narrow runner-up finisher behind Seeking the Soul in the Stephen Foster (GII) in June.  

The complete 10-horse Lukas Classic field from the rail out (with jockey, trainer, weight and morning line odds): Hawaakom 
(Miguel Mena, Wes Hawley, 121 pounds, 12-1); Blueridge Traveler (Julien Leparoux, Kenny McPeek, 121, 12-1); Big Dollar Bill 
(Chris Landeros, Ian Wilkes, 121, 15-1); Quip (Florent Geroux, Brisset, 125, 5-2); Sir Anthony (James Graham, Anthony Mitchell, 123, 
15-1); Tenfold (Santana, Asmussen, 123, 6-1); Pioneer Spirit (Shaun Bridgmohan, Brad Cox, 121, 5-1); Kukulkan (MEX) (Corey 
Lanerie, Fausto Gutierrez, 121, 6-1); Silver Dust (Jack Gilligan, Bret Calhoun, 123, 6-1); and Mocito Rojo (Gerard Melancon, Shane 
Wilson, 121, 5-1).  

The 1 1/8-mile Lukas Classic, named in honor of Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas, is the featured event of the night in 
Race 9 with a post time of 10:11 p.m. The first post is 6 p.m. The evening also features the $150,000 Ack Ack Presented by GE 
Appliances (GIII) and the $125,000 Jefferson Cup (Listed). 

Presented by Budweiser, the theme for Saturday night’s Downs After Downs event is “Bourbon & Beats.” Guests are 
encouraged to wear shades of purple and stay on trend with autumn fashion as they celebrate a pairing of Kentucky sounds and spirits. 
Admission gates open Saturday at 5 p.m. and the final race of the evening is scheduled for 11:10 p.m. General admission is $12 and 
reserved seat packages start at $27, which are available for purchase on www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
 The National Weather Service forecast for Louisville calls for mostly sunny skies with a high near 90. 

Saturday is the penultimate day of Churchill Downs’ 11-date September Meet. Closing day is Sunday.  
 
THIRSTFORLIFE, TIMELINE SHARE 3-1 MORNING LINE FAVORITISM IN ACK ACK – Wes Hawley’s seven-time 
winner Thirstofrlife and Woodford Racing’s five-time winner Timeline are the 3-1 co-morning line favorites in Saturday’s $150,000 
Ack Ack Presented by GE Appliances (GIII) at Churchill Downs, according to veteran odds maker Mike Battaglia. 
 Thirstforlife, who is owned by Hawley, finished fifth in the Sept. 15 $600,000 Stephen Foster (GII) and enters the Ack Ack 
following an eventful trip in the $100,000 Schaefer Memorial at Indiana Grand. 
 “He simply stumbled at the start and lost Martin (Chuan) right as they hit the bell,” Hawley said. “Thankfully everyone was 
fine but it was a bummer.  
 “I think this race is the perfect spot for him and should set up well going the one-turn mile.” 
 Miguel Mena rides Thirstforlife from post 4. 
 Timeline, a 5-year-old son of Hard Spun will run for the first time under trainer Steve Asmussen’s name following his 
transfer from Chad Brown’s barn. The chestnut horse did not debut until he turned 3-years-old but quickly made his mark by winning 
his first four starts of his career including back-to-back Grade III scores in the $200,000 Peter Pan and $100,000 Pegasus. The Ack Ack 
will be Timeline’s first start in 2019. 
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 Ricardo Santana Jr. will be in the irons for Timeline from post 8. 

Olympic Village will scratch from the Ack Ack in favor of the $750,000 Jockey Club Gold Cup (GI) at Belmont Park, 
according to Assistant Racing Secretary and Stakes Coordinator Dan Bork. 

The complete Ack Ack field, in order of post position (with jockey, trainer and morning line odds): Olympic Village (David 
Cohen, Bob Hess Jr., 20-1); Air Strike (Florent Geroux, Phil D’Amato, 7-2); C Z Rocket (Calvin Borel, Al Stall Jr., 8-1); Thirstforlife 
(Miguel Mena, Wes Hawley, 3-1); Mr Darcy (Jesus Castanon, Angel Montano Sr., 10-1); Mr. Jagermeister (Leondro Goncalves, Valerie 
Lund, 6-1); Mr Freeze (Martin Chuan, Dale Romans, 8-1); Timeline (Santana, Asmussen, 3-1); and Unmatchable (Tyler Baze, 
Asmussen, 15-1).  

The race is one of three stakes events scheduled on the penultimate racing program of the track’s 11-day September Meet. 
Also on the Saturday schedule are the $250,000 Lukas Classic (GIII), a 1 1/8-mile race for 3-year-olds and up, and the $125,000 
Jefferson Cup (Listed), a 1 1/8-mile event for 3-year-olds on the Matt Winn Turf Course. The Ack Ack is carded as the seventh of 11 
races on the program that begins at 6 p.m. (all times Eastern). Post time for the Ack Ack is scheduled for 9:05 p.m. 
 
NAFZGER BACK IN CHURCHILL WINNERS CIRCLE FOR FIRST TIME IN NEARLY FIVE YEARS –Hall of Fame 
trainer Carl Nafzger has been in “semi-retirement” for more than 10 years but the veteran horseman still has one stall assigned to him 
in trainer Ian Wilkes’ barn. Sunday, the Kentucky Derby-winning conditioner returned to the winner’s circle at Churchill Downs for 
the first time since Nov. 30, 2014 with $20,000 maiden claimer Broadway Diner. 
 Nafzger, who won the 1990 Kentucky Derby with Unbridled, celebrated with friends and family Sunday when Randy Bloch, 
John Seiler, Robert Manfuso and Wanda Nafzger’s homebred filly broke her maiden in Race 8 – a $20,000 maiden claimer for fillies 
and mares 3-years-old and up.  
 “One of the big topics in my book ‘Traits of a Winner’ is dropping horses $20,000 or more in class makes them exude 
confidence,” Nafzger said. “This was the case with Broadway Diner. She had all the confidence in the world against this competition 
and it was great to see her breakthrough.” 
 This was Nafzger’s first win since Oct. 26, 2016 at Keeneland. Nafzger still has his presence felt in the morning at Churchill 
Downs and regularly helps his former pupil Wilkes around the barn.  
 Will Broadway Diner’s win encourage the 78-year-old to come out of semi-retirement? 
 “One horse is plenty,” Nafzger joked. “As long as my wife (Wanda) wants to stay involved in ownership, I’ll keep applying 
for my one stall.” 
 
SINGLE 6 JACKPOT MANDOTRY PAYOUT SATURDAY – Churchill Downs’ 20-cent Single 6 Jackpot, which totaled 
$63,034 at the start of Thursday’s eight-race program, will be paid out on Saturday night after the Louisville racetrack received 
permission from the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission on Thursday. 
 Churchill Downs Racetrack officials made the special request to move up the mandatory jackpot payout one day to give 
horseplayers a chance to focus solely on Churchill Downs nighttime card and avoid head-to-head competition with Gulfstream Park’s 
similar jackpot mandatory payout on Sunday.  
 Saturday night’s mandatory Single 6 Jackpot payout – part of a spectacular evening of racing under the lights for “Downs 
After Dark” presented by Budweiser – will span Races 4-9 starting at 7:26 p.m. (all times Eastern). The first of 11 races on the night 
is 6 p.m. 
 The low 15-percent takeout wager includes a trio of stakes events – the $150,000 Ack Ack presented by GE Appliances 
(GIII) (Race 7); $125,000 Jefferson Cup (Race 8); and $250,000 Lukas Classic presented by Budweiser (GIII) (Race 9). 
 A total of 59 horses are scheduled to compete in the six-race sequence for an average of 9.8 horses per race. 
 The multi-race wager begins in Race 4 with a seven-furlong, $95,000 maiden special weight for 2-year-old fillies. The field of 
10 is led by 2-1 morning line favorite Weekend Fun, who returns to dirt following an unsuccessful 11th-place effort at Kentucky 
Downs.  
 In Race 5, a one-mile conditioned turf allowance for 2-year-old fillies worth $97,000, the wide-open field of 10 is led by 3-1 
favorite Battleofwinterfell, who won at first asking for trainer Mark Casse and finished third in the $500,000 Kentucky Downs 
Juvenile Fillies. 
 Race 6 continues with a highly-competitive field of 12 3-year-olds and up running for the $95,000 maiden special weight 
condition at 1 1/16 miles. The lukewarm 7-2 morning line favorite is Pintxos, who finished second on debut at Ellis Park and fifth last 
out at Kentucky Downs for trainer Brendan Walsh. 
            The field for Race 7, the Ack Ack, is led by co-favorites at 3-1 on the morning line – Wes Hawley’s seven-time winner 
Thirstforlife and Woodford Racing’s multiple Grade III winner Timeline. The field of nine also includes 7-2 third choice Air Strike, 
who invades from Southern California. 
            The penultimate leg, the $125,000 Jefferson Cup (Listed), is a field of eight 3-year-olds running 1 1/8 miles on the Matt Winn 
Turf Course with tepid 3-1 morning line favorite Tracksmith, who recently finished fourth in the $250,000 Virginia Derby (GIII).  
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            The sequence will close with the featured event of the evening, the Lukas Classic, featuring a field of 10 older horses led by 5-2 
morning line favorite Quip. Post time for the Lukas Classic is 10:11 p.m. 
            The Single 6 Jackpot challenges bettors to have a single winning wager with six winners placed at the required minimum bet 
value in order to take down the jackpot. If there are multiple winning tickets, 90 percent of the day’s pool will be paid out while 10 
percent will carry to the next live race day. If there are no tickets will all six winners, 100 percent of the pool will carry to the Single 6 
Jackpot. 
 The entire Saturday night pool will be paid to the most winners of six races.  
 As part of Sunday’s Closing-Day program, the Single 6 will still be offered and will feature a mandatory payout.  
 
TRACKSMITH MADE 3-1 FAVORITE IN JEFFERSON CUP – Calumet Farm’s stakes winner Tracksmith was made the 3-1 
morning line favorite to take on seven rivals in Saturday’s $125,000 Jefferson Cup (Listed) at 1 1/8 miles on Churchill Downs’ Matt 
Winn Turf Course. 

The Jefferson Cup, for 3-year-olds, is carded as Race 8 with a post time of 9:39 p.m. 
 Trained by Joe Sharp, Tracksmith recently finished fourth in the $250,000 Virginia Derby (GIII) at Colonial Downs. The son 
of Street Sense won the $75,000 Frisk Me Now Stakes in July at Monmouth. Adam Beschizza has the call from post 6. 
 The Jefferson Cup field, from the rail out (with jockey, trainer and morning line odds): Scars Are Cool (Ricardo Santana Jr., 
Stan Hough, 5-1); Spectacular Gem (James Graham, Jimmy Baker, 6-1); Corruze (Corey Lanerie, Chris Hartman, 6-1); Mick’s Star 
(Florent Geroux, Tom Amoss, 5-1); Faraway Kitten (Julien Leparoux, Mike Maker, 7-2); Tracksmith (Beschizza, Sharp, 3-1); Rijeka 
(Chris Landeros, Richard Baltas, 10-1); and Clint Maroon (Channing Hill, Wayne Catalano, 8-1).  
 
MEET LEADERS – Jockey Julien Leparoux began Thursday atop the jockey standings with eight wins entering the final four days 
of racing at the 11-day September Meet. Jockeys Corey Lanerie and Brian Hernandez Jr. were tied for second with seven wins. … 
Trainer Brad Cox held a 4-3 win lead in the trainer standings over Brian Lynch, Dallas Stewart and Ian Wilkes. … Sagamore 
Farm held the lead in the owner standings with three wins followed by a three-way tie for second between Fort Springs Racing, 
Godolphin LLC and Jim and Susan Hill with two victories.  
 
DOWNS AFTER DARK ON SATURDAY; BOURBON & BEATS IS THEME – The $250,000 Lukas Classic presented by 
Budweiser (Grade III), along with the $150,000 Ack Ack presented by GE Appliances (GIII) for milers and $125,000 Jefferson Cup 
(Listed) for 3-year-olds at 1 1/8 miles on turf are the featured events on Saturday night – the lone Downs After Dark Presented by 
Budweiser night racing event of the September Meet and last one of the year. The event theme that evening will be Bourbon & Beats 
and guests are encouraged to wear shades of purple and stay on trend with autumn fashion as they celebrate a pairing of Kentucky 
sounds and spirits.  
 The evening’s entertainment highlights include a Silent Disco where guests can dance to music through wireless headphones 
in the Plaza featuring GlitterTitz DJZ, DJ S.Y.I.M.O.N.E and DJ Matt Anthony.  
 For more information and to purchase tickets, visit www.churchilldowns.com.  
 
DOWNS THE STRETCH – There is a $63,034 carryover in the 20-cent Single 6 Jackpot Thursday evening that will span Races 3-8. 
First post for Twilight Thursday Presented by Blue Moon is 5 p.m. The evening features $1 Blue Moon drafts and select domestic 
beers, food trucks, and live music from Owoso. … Jockey Tyler Baze will shift his tack back to California beginning next week, 
according to his agent Vic Stauffer. … “Inside Churchill Downs” will air Friday at 6 p.m. on ESPN 680/105.7. The one-hour horse-
racing program will feature a preview of Saturday’s 11-race program. Those outside the Louisville area can listen at 
www.espnlouisville.com. … Sunday is the Stakes and Eggs Brunch in the Stakes Room. Tickets for the all-inclusive buffet can be 
purchased at www.churchilldowns.com.  
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