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COVFEFE, SERENGETI EMPRESS AMONG NINE CHURCHILL DOWNS-BASED 
BREEDERS’ CUP CONTENDERS TO LOG FINAL WORKOUTS FRIDAY MORNING 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Friday, Oct. 25, 2019) – With rain in the forecast on Saturday, trainers attempted to beat the weather with 169 
horses donning the Churchill Downs work tab Friday morning and among them were nine Breeders’ Cup contenders who put in their 
final major preparation prior to the season-ending championship event on Nov. 1-2 at Santa Anita.  
 For the second-straight week, LNJ Foxwoods’ speedy Covfefe (Filly and Mare Sprint) logged a bullet workout with a five-
furlong move in :59.80 just after the track opened at 5:30 a.m. (all times Eastern). As Covfefe walked back to trainer Brad Cox’s Barn 
23, she caught a glimpse of her early season rival, Joe Politti’s Serengeti Empress (Distaff) who returned to the work tab with a solid 
half-mile move in :47.60.  
 Other Breeders’ Cup workers Friday (with distance, time and Breeders’ Cup race): Andesite (five furlongs, 1:00.60, Juvenile 
Turf); British Idiom (four furlongs, :48.40, Juvenile Fillies); Got Stormy (four furlongs, :47.40, Mile); Peace Achieved (four furlongs, 
:50.40, Juvenile Turf); Perfect Alibi (four furlongs, :50, Juvenile Fillies); Scabbard (four furlongs, :49.40, Juvenile); and Whitmore 
(four furlongs, :49.80, Dirt Mile or Sprint). 
 Covfefe was the first of 18 workers from the Cox barn. With her regular rider Fernando Espinoza aboard, the Grade I-
winning filly began her five-furlong workout at the half-mile pole and clipped through opening fractions of :12.20, :23.80 and :47.40. 
The 3-year-old continued her work around the clubhouse turn with a six-furlong gallop out of 1:12.60. Her workout was the fastest of 
55 at the distance.  
 Immediately following Covfefe’s move, her stablemate, Kent Spellman and Madaket Stable’s $200,000 Pilgrim Stakes 
(GIII) runner-up Andesite worked in company with Great Ulysses with a similar setup to Covfefe by beginning their work at the half-
mile pole. The duo worked together through opening fractions of :12.80, :25 and :48.20 before Andesite began to draw clear of Great 
Ulysses past the wire and continued to work in front through a six-furlong gallop out of 1:13.80. Great Ulysses’ official workout was 
1:01.80.  
 At 7:30 a.m., Cox breezed his final Breeders’ Cup contender of the morning: Michael Dubb, The Elkstone Group, 
Madaket Stables and Bethlehem Stables’ $400,000 Alcibiades (GI) winner British Idiom, who worked in company with Don 
Alberto Stable’s regally-bred maiden Reach the Moon. The duo worked in tandem and continued together galloping out five furlongs 
in 1:01.  
 “All three horses worked really well this morning,” Cox said. “They’re all ready to go and it was just getting their last tightener 
before heading west. I don’t sleep well to begin with but as we get closer to next weekend I get more excited.” 
 Cox’s Breeders’ Cup contingent will fly to Santa Anita on Sunday. The remaining two Cox Breeders’ Cup hopefuls – Arklow 
(Turf) and Owendale (Classic) – are slated to work Saturday.  
 Longines Kentucky Oaks (GI) winner Serengeti Empress returned to the work tab Friday morning after her originally 
scheduled workout last week was pushed back due to trainer Tom Amoss undergoing surgery on a ruptured appendix. The 3-year-old 
filly jogged one mile by herself and one mile accompanied by Monnie Goetz on the pony prior to breaking off for her half-mile drill. 
Under the watchful eye of Amoss’ barn crew, Serengeti Empress swiftly worked through opening fractions of :12.20 and :24. Serengeti 
Empress galloped out strongly passed the wire through five furlongs in :59.80 and completed her move through six furlongs in 1:13.40. 
 Amoss, who is recovering at home from his procedure, reported via Twitter that Serengeti Empress would run in the 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff. The filly was pre-entered in both the Distaff and Filly and Mare Sprint.  
 Also working Friday was trainer Mark Casse’s trio of locally-based Breeders’ Cup contenders – Got Stormy, Peace Achieved 
and Perfect Alibi. JSM Equine’s Peace Achieved, who’s known around the barn as “Piece of Cheese,” worked with jockey Miguel 
Mena aboard outside of 2-year-old maiden Lynn’s Map through fractions of :12.60 and :25.60. The duo galloped out together through 
five furlongs in 1:03.80.  
 Gary Barber’s $1.2 million Woodbine Mile (GI) runner-up Got Stormy was the next to work with exercise rider Kim Carroll 
aboard. Got Stormy began her work swiftly through opening clips of :11.80 and :23.40. The seven-time winner completed her work 
after crossing the wire. 
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“I told Kim she doesn’t need to gallop out very much,” Casse’s assistant David Carroll said. “I thought she got over the track 

much better this morning when we worked her early. She’s a super nice filly and has run some incredible efforts this year.” 
 “It was fun working her,” Kim Carroll said. “I didn’t move my hand at all and she was just cruising.” 
 The final Casse horse to work was Perfect Alibi who breezed in company with Lucky Polly through fractions of :12.60 and 
:24.60. Perfect Alibi galloped out five furlongs in 1:04.  
 Joseph Sutton’s $200,000 Iroquois Stakes (GIII) runner-up Scabbard completed his major work prior to the $2 million 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile with his work in company with Sweet Rebellion. The son of More Than Ready will ship to California on 
Sunday with trainer Eddie Kenneally arriving on Tuesday.  
 “It should be a fun weekend,” Kenneally said. “I have a few other horses I’m thinking about running out there, too. Our first 
test with Scabbard was seeing how he would like stretching out in distance, and with his effort in the Iroquois he definitely showed us 
that’s something he has interest in at this stage of his career.” 
 Robert LaPenta, Southern Springs Stables and Head of Plains Partners $2.6 million-earner Whitmore completed his 
work prior to the Breeders’ Cup with a maintenance half-mile move in company with two-time winner Lighthawk.  
 Along with the scheduled workouts from Arkow and Owendale on Saturday, Allied Racing Stable’s multiple Grade III 
winner Mr. Money is scheduled to work at 5:45 a.m. in preparation for the Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile.  
 
SOUTH BEND 3-1 FAVORITE IN STREET SENSE, SPECIALLY 8-5 CHOICE IN RAGS TO RICHES – Sagamore 
Farm’s undefeated 2-year-old colt South Bend was made the 3-1 favorite for the $120,000-added Street Sense Overnight Stakes while 
John Oxley’s impressive 5 ¼-length maiden winner Specially was tabbed as the 8-5 morning line favorite for the $120,000-added Rags 
to Riches Overnight Stakes – the co-main events on Sunday’s Opening Day/Stars of Tomorrow I card at Churchill Downs. 
 The one-mile Street Sense, carded as Race 10 with a post time of 5:36 p.m., features a field of 11 2-year-olds seeking their first 
stakes triumph. One race prior, a compact but competitive field of seven fillies will take center stage for the one-mile Rags to Riches 
with a post time of 5:06 p.m. Both races annually serve as stepping-stones to the Stars of Tomorrow II features – the $300,000 
Kentucky Jockey Club (GII) and $300,000 Golden Rod (GII), respectfully. First post Sunday is 1 p.m. 
 South Bend, with Julien Leparoux in the saddle, closed from far off the pace in both of his two starts. The son of 
Algorithms will break from post 4.  

The Street Sense field (with jockey, trainer, weight and morning line odds): Sprawl (Corey Lanerie, Bill Mott, 118 pounds, 9-
2); Tap It To Win (Tyler Gaffalione, Mark Casse, 118, 4-1); Wheat King (Miguel Mena, Casse, 118, 6-1); South Bend (Leparoux, 
Hough, 120, 8-5); Mr. Tip (Sophie Doyle, Jack Sisterson, 118, 30-1); Silver Prospector (Ricardo Santana Jr., Steve Asmussen, 118, 4-
1); Fighting Seabee (Brian Hernandez Jr., Kenny McPeek, 122, 10-1); American Butterfly (Luis Saez, D. Wayne Lukas, 118, 15-1); 
Axiomo (Gabriel Saez, Mikhail Yanakov, 120, 20-1); Shotski (Sheldon Russell, Jerry O’Dwyer, 118, 20-1); and Carpe Victoriam 
(James Graham, Tom Amoss, 120, 15-1).  

Meanwhile, in the Rags to Riches, Specially will attempt two-straight victories after easily defeating 11 rivals on Oct. 5 at 
Keeneland. Trained by Mark Casse, Miguel Mena has the mount.  

“She takes after her name, she’s special,” assistant trainer David Carroll said. “I think she’s the real deal. We’ll find out 
Sunday.” 
 The Rags to Riches field (with jockey, trainer, weight and morning line odds): Lady Glamour (Julie Burke, Larry Demeritte, 
120 pounds, 10-1); Curlinesque (Tyler Gaffalione, Cherie DeVaux, 118, 8-1); Gone Glimmering (James Graham, Tom Amoss, 120, 
8-1); Specially (Mena, Casse, 118, 8-5); Finite (Ricardo Santana Jr., Steve Asmussen, 118, 3-1); Spotted Ghost (Brian Hernandez Jr., 
Bret Calhoun, 118, 20-1); and Lucky Jingle (Julien Leparoux, Graham Motion, 120, 3-1).  

Sunday’s National Weather Service forecast for Louisville calls for partly sunny skies and a high near 65. 
The 11-race card on Sunday will feature all 2-year-old horses. Inaugurated in 2005, the Stars of Tomorrow programs at 

Churchill Downs have helped launch the careers of more than 50 future Grade I winners including Kentucky Derby winner Super 
Saver and Kentucky Oaks winners Rachel Alexandra, Believe You Can and Monomoy Girl.  

Sunday also dubs as Family Adventure Day presented by Kroger. There will be more than 15 activities for children 12 and 
under to enjoy including the annual trick-or-treat at the track where more than one ton of candy will be handed out. Ticket information 
is available at www.churchilldowns.com.  
 
BREEDERS’ CUP EDITION OF ‘INSIDE CHURCHILL DOWNS’ TO AIR FRIDAY AT 6 P.M. – A special Breeders’ Cup 
episode of “Inside Churchill Downs” will air Friday at 6 p.m. on ESPN 680/105.7 and feature a mired of handicapping information 
from California-based expert clocker/handicapper Gary Young. 
 Those outside the Louisville area can listen to the one-hour show live at www.espnlouisville.com.  
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