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BEJARANO FINDING EARLY SUCCESS IN RETURN TO CHURCHILL DOWNS 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Saturday, May 30, 2020) – Rafael Bejarano, ranked No. 20 in all-time wins by a jockey at Churchill Downs 
with 213 victories, is finding early success in his return to Louisville after spending the last 15 years riding in California.  
 “It’s so good to be back home in Kentucky,” Bejarano said as he galloped beneath the Twin Spires on a Phil D’Amato-
trained horse. 
 Bejarano began his career in Kentucky in 2002 and quickly rose to become one of Churchill Downs’ top riders within two 
years. The native of Peru is a three-time leading rider at Churchill Downs with titles in the 2004-’05 Spring Meets and 2005 Fall Meet. 
Bejarano made the switch to California in 2007 and found early success riding for many of the top outfits like Bob Baffert and Doug 
O’Neill.  
 “Business is starting to get back going in Kentucky,” Bejarano said. “There just weren’t enough horses to go around in 
California so I had to make a change. We are working hard and very glad to be back to Churchill Downs where my career really 
started.” 
 Entering Saturday’s card at Churchill Downs, Bejarano recorded four victories including a shocking 73-1 upset score aboard 
Lessons From Avery in a turf allowance event last Sunday. Over the next three days of racing, he has 16 entries including three for 
trainer Greg Foley who was an early supporter of his career in Kentucky. 
 “I think he’s a great rider and we’ve had a lot of success in the past,” Foley said. “I used him a lot when he first came to 
Churchill and we won a lot of big races together. He rode (multiple graded stakes winner) Champali for us and was a big part in his 
success on the track.” 
 Former jockey Julio Espinoza, the No. 12 leading rider in Churchill Downs history, represents Bejarano in Kentucky.  
 
CHURCHILL DOWNS SATURDAY WORK TAB FILLED WITH STARS – There were 190 horses that recorded published 
workouts Saturday morning at Churchill Downs including champion Monomoy Girl who recorded a half-mile move in :48.80 under 
jockey Florent Geroux.  
 Monomoy Girl was one of more than 60 horses who breezed between 7:30-7:40 a.m. Saturday. Other top horses that 
recorded works Saturday included multiple stakes winner Bobby’s Wicked One (four furlongs, :49); 2019 Ack Ack (GIII) winner Mr. 
Freeze (four furlongs, :49.80); five-time graded stakes hero Promises Fulfilled (four furlongs, :50.60); 2017 Clark (GI) winner 
Seeking the Soul (five furlongs, 1:02.40); Stephen Foster Stakes (GII) contender Tom’s d’Etat (four furlongs, :48.40); and 
TwinSpires.com Louisiana Derby (GII) winner Wells Bayou (four furlongs, :48.40). 
 Sunday will mark the first day of turf training at Churchill Downs. Turf works will be from 9:45-10 a.m. 
 
DOWN THE STRETCH – Saturday’s 11-race card has a $500,000-guaranteed Late Pick 5 pool in Races 7-11. Free Brisnet past 
performances are available at www.churchilldowns.com/handicapping. First post is 1 p.m. … Grade I winner Guarana is set for her 4-
year-old return in a conditioned allowance event on Thursday’s card at Churchill Downs. The seven-furlong race is carded as Race 8 at 
4:46 p.m. “It looks like a really good spot for her to come back,” trainer Chad Brown’s local assistant Whit Beckman said. “I think 
this will set her up for a big campaign this year.” … Trainer Brendan Walsh reported that Friday’s Race 8 allowance winner 
Extravagant Kid could be possible for the $150,000 Shakertown (GIII) at Keeneland. ... The podcast of “Inside Churchill Downs” 
featuring Laffit Pincay III is available here: https://soundcloud.com/user-204761944/inside-churchill-downs-w-derbymedia-
horseracingkk-scottshap34-5-29-20-laffitpincaytv-joins.   
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