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CHURCHILL DOWNS UNVEILS OFFICIAL 2021 ‘ART OF THE KENTUCKY 
DERBY’ BY EASTERN KENTUCKY ARTIST RALPH FUGATE 

 
Officially Licensed Artwork Available on Variety of Merchandise, 

Including Limited Edition Signed Kentucky Derby and Oaks 147 Posters 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Monday, Nov. 30, 2020) – Churchill Downs today released the 2021 “Official Art of the 
Kentucky Derby” by Breathitt County, Kentucky, artist Ralph Fugate. Fugate’s style of “impressionistic realism” 
utilizes bold, vibrant colors to capture the sheer beauty and power of the horse, the colorful silks, the enthusiasm 
of the crowd and the excitement of the Kentucky Derby presented by Woodford Reserve and the Longines 
Kentucky Oaks. 
 

2021 represents the fifth year in a row that Churchill Downs has tapped a talented Kentucky artist to 
capture the excitement of the Kentucky Derby and Oaks. Ralph Fugate is a self-taught professional sports artist 
specializing in Thoroughbred horse racing. As a child growing up in Eastern Kentucky, Fugate always loved to 
draw, but it wasn’t until age 25 that he picked up a paintbrush for the first time. Having nurtured an interest in 
horses and horse racing throughout his life, the artist soon turned his creative passion into painting them. 
 

Fugate’s “Official Art of the Kentucky Derby” will be featured on the 2021 Kentucky Derby and Kentucky 
Oaks official racing programs and a variety of merchandise, including Derby and Oaks 147 limited edition artist-
signed and numbered posters with embossed and metallic ink treatments. Other merchandise featuring the artwork 
includes apparel, posters and postcards available at select retail outlets including the Kentucky Derby Museum and 
www.KentuckyDerbyStore.com.  
 
ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 

Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The 
Kentucky Derby, the longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in 
Louisville, CDRT features a series of themed race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and 
conducts Thoroughbred horse racing during three race meets in the Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is 
located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and provides seating for 
approximately 60,000 guests. The saddling paddock and the stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 1,400 
horses and a 114-room dormitory for backstretch personnel. CDRT also has a year-round simulcast wagering 
facility. www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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