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CHURCHILL DOWNS PARTNERS WITH ‘MATTRESS MACK’ TO HOST  
KENTUCKY DERBY FOSTER FAMILY INITIATIVE  

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Tuesday, April 27, 2021) – Churchill Downs Racetrack announced today a new 
partnership with Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale that will welcome nearly 300 representatives from Kentucky’s 
Foster Care sector as guests to the Kentucky Derby. The first-ever Kentucky Derby Foster Family Initiative 
connects McIngvale’s passion for the life-changing work made possible through the Foster Care system with 
Churchill Downs’ Louisville nonprofit partners, Maryhurst and Boys & Girls Haven, who locally provide those 
social services.     
 

McIngvale is a native of Texas and is well-known for using his high-stakes bets on sports as creative 
marketing promotions for his Houston-based mattress and furniture store, Gallery Furniture. His commitment 
to Foster Care work was inspired by his recently-adopted grandson, Brodie, in June 2019. His daughter Laura 
McIngvale Brown and her husband Phil Brown officially welcomed Brodie into their family after serving as 
foster parents.       

 
“I have seen firsthand the importance of Foster Care and Brodie has been a true joy in my life,” 

McIngvale shared. “I’m thrilled to partner through Churchill Downs with these Louisville nonprofit 
organizations that work tirelessly to help children and families thrive. I couldn’t be happier to help provide them 
the opportunity to enjoy this year’s Kentucky Derby.”  

 
Churchill Downs will be working with long-time charitable partners Maryhurst and Boys & Girls Haven 

to identify foster parents, alumni and social service workers and staff in the industry to host for the 147th running 
of the Kentucky Derby.  

 
“We are always excited for the opportunity to use the unforgettable experience of the Kentucky Derby as 

a platform for good,” said Churchill Downs Racetrack President Mike Anderson. “It’s incredibly rewarding when 
we can combine our charitable goals with a partner like Mattress Mack and give back to those in our community 
who, through their work or volunteerism, make our city and our world a better place.”   

 
Maryhurst, Kentucky’s oldest child-serving nonprofit organization, works to prevent abuse, restore hope 

and empower survivors of trauma and abuse. Maryhurst provides community-based counseling and wellbeing 
services, residential treatment and community and transitional living support.  

 
“We are so grateful for our long standing partnership with Churchill Downs,” said Micah Jorrisch, vice 

president of external relations for Maryhurst. “This generous donation from Mattress Mack has presented a 
wonderful chance to recognize professionals and foster families who work tirelessly to ensure that every child in 
Kentucky has the opportunity to thrive.”   
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 Boys & Girls Haven is a nonprofit transforming the lives of abandoned, abused and neglected children. 
Their programs include in-home Foster Care, residential Foster Care, transitional living, independence readiness 
and Haven family services.  

 
“For over 70 years, we have provided a home and a future for our community’s most vulnerable young 

people,” said Amanda Masterson, CEO of Boys and Girls Haven. “We are proud to be a part of the Kentucky 
Derby Foster Family Initiative; we are grateful for the support and ongoing partnership with Churchill Downs.”  
  

ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 
Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The 

Kentucky Derby, the longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in 
Louisville, CDRT features a series of themed race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and 
conducts Thoroughbred horse racing during three race meets in the Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is 
located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and provides seating for 
approximately 60,000 guests. The saddling paddock and the stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 
1,400 horses and a 114-room dormitory for backstretch personnel. CDRT also has a year-round simulcast 
wagering facility. www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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