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KNICKS GO WORKS SIX FURLONGS IN 1:12.80 FOR LUKAS CLASSIC 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021) – Korea Racing Authority’s four-time Grade I winner Knicks Go – the top-ranked 
horse in the NTRA Top Thoroughbred Poll after convincing wins in this year’s Pegasus World Cup (GI) at Gulfstream Park and 
Whitney (GI) at Saratoga – cruised six furlongs in 1:12.80 Saturday morning at Churchill Downs in preparation for the $400,000 Lukas 
Classic (Grade III) on Oct. 2. 
 Trained by 2020 Eclipse Award-winning conditioner Brad Cox, Knicks Go began his three-quarters of a mile work from the 
half-mile pole with exercise rider Edvin Vargas in the saddle. Cox hopes to use the Lukas Classic as a springboard to the $6 million 
Longines Breeders’ Cup Classic (GI) on Nov. 6 at Del Mar. 
 “This race is a good spot for him leading into the Breeders’ Cup,” Cox said. “He came out of the Whitney really well and we 
got him back home to Churchill where he’s settled in nicely. He’s a horse that does his best running around two turns.  
 “In the Whitney, it was an incredible performance for him to go :46 and change and get distance on those other horses. Then 
he kicked home very well in deep stretch. I’m really proud of that effort.” 
 Nominations to the Lukas Classic close Saturday along with the $300,000 Ack Ack (GIII) for 3-year-olds and up at one-mile. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Lukas Classic was not run last year. The Lukas Classic and Ack Ack annually serve as a prep 
towards the Breeders’ Cup Classic and Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile (GI). 
 Two hours prior to Knicks Go’s strong move, Godolphin’s top 3-year-old colt Essential Quality returned to the work tab 
for the first time since his victory in the $1.25 million Travers (GI). The gray son of Tapit breezed an easy half-mile in :49.40 under 
Vargas.   
 There were 190 horses that recorded published workouts Saturday morning beneath the Twin Spires including 112 2-year-
olds. Among the many juveniles that breezed was Godolphin’s Famed, the half-sister to Essential Quality. The daughter of Uncle Mo 
worked five furlongs in 1:00 from the gate and is getting closer to a start, according to Cox.  
  
DOWNLOAD CHURCHILL DOWNS LIVE APP FOR FREE BROADCAST STREAM – With college football games 
scheduled to air on FS1 and FS2 Saturday night, fans of Churchill Downs racing are encouraged to watch the stakes-laden “Downs 
After Dark presented by Budweiser” card on the Churchill Downs LIVE app. 
  Most races from Churchill Downs Racetrack are broadcast on FOX Sports’ “America’s Day at the Races” on either FS2 or 
FS1, but Saturday’s Utah State at Air Force 7:30 p.m. (all times Eastern) on FS2, as well as live boxing at 7 p.m. and the Oklahoma 
State at Boise State game 9 p.m. on FS1 will limit Saturday’s broadcast at Churchill Downs to only the first four races on the 11-race 
card.  
          The Churchill Downs LIVE app is available free of charge on Amazon, Apple TV and Roku. Fans can download the Churchill 
Downs LIVE app for full access to a free HD live stream of the Churchill Downs simulcast signal and three additional angles including 
the Saddling Paddock. 

Joe Kristufek is Churchill Downs’ on-track and simulcast host with additional race-by-race analysis to be provided by 
TwinSpires.com handicappers Ed DeRosa, James Scully, Scott Shapiro and Brandon Stauble. Travis Stone is the Churchill 
Downs track announcer and describes the racing action. Additionally, “Churchill Downs Today,” the track’s daily racing preview 
program, also airs one hour before the first race of the day. 

 
DOWN THE STRETCH – Racing on Saturday had a first post of 6 p.m. for Downs After Dark presented by Budweiser. The 
stakes-laden program was headlined by the $300,000 Iroquois (GIII) and $300,000 Pocahontas (GIII) – the kick off to the “Road to the 
Kentucky Derby presented by Woodford Reserve” and “Road to the Kentucky Oaks,” respectively. Saturday’s 20-cent Derby City 6 
had a $29,475 carryover in Races 4-9. … Jockey Gabriel Saez was at Churchill Downs on Friday for the first time since he fractured 
his ankle. Saez said he hopes to be back in the saddle in a few months but “doesn’t want to rush back too quickly.” … Racing continues 
Sunday at Churchill Downs with a 12:45 p.m. first post. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit 
www.churchilldowns.com/tickets.   
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