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GAFFALIONE SWEEPS 2021 CHURCHILL RIDING TITLES FOR SECOND-CONSECUTIVE 
YEAR; ASMUSSEN WINS RECORD-EXTENDING 25th LEADING TRAINER CROWN 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021) – With 12 races remaining in 2021 at Churchill Downs, jockey Tyler Gaffalione has 
already clinched his sixth-straight Churchill Downs meet riding title. The Florida-native entered Sunday’s closing day program with an 
insurmountable 30-18 win lead at the Fall Meet over Brian Hernandez Jr. 
 Gaffalione dominated throughout the year at Churchill Downs with 92 victories and more than $6.6 million in purse earnings. 
The next highest win total, as of Sunday, was Hernandez with 57 wins.  
 This was Gaffalione’s seventh overall riding title at Churchill Downs. He won the 2018 Fall Meet with 21 wins. The 27-year-
old’s 2021 Fall Meet was highlighted by a six-win day on Nov. 12 and five-win day on Nov. 25.  
 Rafael Bejarano’s 17 wins was third in the standings followed by Joel Rosario (16 wins), Mitchell Murrill (15), James 
Graham, (11), Corey Lanerie (11), Florent Geroux (10), Joe Talamo (9) and Martin Garcia (8). 
 Hall of Fame trainer Steve Asmussen secured his record-extending 25th title with 20 wins entering Sunday. He was 10 in 
front of Brad Cox and Kenny McPeek. Asmussen had seven entries on closing day.  
 Overall in 2021, Asmussen lead Cox by 11 wins with 46 victories from 263 starts. His runners earned more than $4.4 million.  
 The Fall Meet leading owner title will be decided Sunday as M and M Racing had a 4-3 win lead over BBN Racing, 
Lothenbach Stables and Ten Strike Racing. Lothenbach Stables and Ten Strike racing had no entries while BBN Racing had one 
entry in Race 8. 
 Lynn and Lola Cash’s Built Wright Stables, who had three victories at the meet, could surpass M and M Racing with four 
entries Sunday in Races 2, 3, 5 and 9. The husband and wife duo changed their ownership name to Built Wright Stables half-way 
through the meet.  

Calumet Farm could also surpass M and M Racing with runners in Races 3, 9 and 10 while Rigney Racing could tie M and 
M Racing with entries in Races 7 and 12. 

A winner’s circle ceremony to honor the top jockey and trainer will be held after Race 7. The owners’ presentation is pending. 
 
POOL FOR MANDATORY PAYOUT OF SUNDAY’S DERBY CITY 6 COULD ECLIPSE $1 MILLION – Bettors have a 
lucrative $224,263 carryover in the Derby City 6 to chase Sunday at Churchill Downs for the Fall Meet’s 12-race closing day program.  

There is a mandatory payout in Sunday’s 20-cent Derby City 6, which covers Races 7-12 starting at approximately 3:57 p.m. 
(all times Eastern). The jackpot was not hit through the first 20 days of the Fall Meet and stood at $224,263 at the conclusion of 
Saturday’s action.  

All monies will be distributed Sunday to ticket holders with the most winners in the six-race series. Track officials estimate the 
force-out of Sunday’s total Derby City 6 pool to eclipse $1 million with new money. 

Takeout on the Derby City 6 is just 15% – one of the lowest multi-race wager takeout rates in American racing – and only 
costs 20 cents per combination. 

Past performances are available at www.Brisnet.com or www.ChurchillDowns.com/Handicapping. Fans can wager on the 
Derby City 6 on track at Churchill Downs; www.TwinSpires.com, the track’s official online wagering platform; other online wagering 
outlets; and select satellite betting centers throughout North America. 
 All 12 races on closing day at Churchill Downs are scheduled to be televised on Fox Sports 2 from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Fox Sports 1 from 4-6:30 p.m. as part of the “America’s Day at the Races” coverage. 
 
SMILE HAPPY EARNS 98 BRISNET SPEED RATING FOR KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB VICTORY – Lucky Seven 
Stable’s Smile Happy earned a career-best 98 Brisnet Speed Rating for his impressive 3 ¼-length score in Saturday’s $400,000 
Kentucky Jockey Club (Grade II) at Churchill Downs.  
 Trained by Kenny McPeek, Smile Happy earned 10 points on the Road to the Kentucky Derby. McPeek reported the 
Runhappy colt’s next start is still to be determined but is likely to be in early 2021.  
 In the $400,000 Golden Rod, Cypress Creek Equine and Arnold Bennewith’s Dream Lith earned a 93 Brisnet Speed 
Rating for her one-length score in the 1 1/16-mile race. The Medaglia d’Oro filly garnered 10 points on the Road to the Oaks.  
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‘ALL OTHER 3-YEAR-OLD COLTS AND GELDINGS’ CONTINUES TO TAKE SOLID PLAY IN POOL 1 OF 
FUTURE WAGER – As of 8 a.m. Sunday, the betting interest of “All Other Colts and Geldings From the 2019 Foal Crop” was 
the 3-5 favorite entering the final day of wagering in Pool 1 of the Kentucky Derby Future Wager. 
 Individually, the highly-regarded Jack Christopher, who is currently on the sidelines due to a stress fracture in his left shin, 
was the 7-1 favorite. The Chad Brown trainee is scheduled to resume training in the coming months, according to his connections. 

The first pool of the Kentucky Derby Furture Wager was set to close at 6 p.m. (all times Eastern) while the lone pool of the 
Sire Future Wager will cease wagering at 6:30 p.m. 

Pool 1 assumes that horses under the care of trainers suspended from competing in the 2022 Kentucky Derby will not be 
under consideration. To that end, prospects Corniche, Messier, Pinehurst and Rockefeller are not among the 22 individual betting 
interests and are included within the pari-mutuel field. 

In the Sire Future Wager, the “All Other Sires” betting option was the 3-1 favorite over offspring sired by Gun Runner, who 
was 7-1.  

The complete list of horses for Pool 1 of the Kentucky Derby Future Wager and Sire Future Wager are available, with real-
time odds, on www.KentuckyDerby.com/FutureWager.  

Bets can be placed at Churchill Downs Racetrack, www.TwinSpires.com, the track’s official online wagering platform, and 
other online wagering outlets and satellite wagering centers across North America.  

Free past performances for Pool 1 of the Kentucky Derby Future Wager and Kentucky Derby Sire Future Wager have been 
provided by Brisnet: 

 KDFW Pool 1: http://www.brisnet.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Derby22Future1.pdf 

 KDFW Sire: http://www.brisnet.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Derby22Sire.pdf 
 

DOWN THE STRETCH – Sunday was closing day of the Fall Meet. There were mandatory payouts in all wagers, including the 
Derby City 6 which had a $224,263 carryover in Races 7-12. First post was 1 p.m. … Racing in Kentucky will shift to Turfway Park 
Thursday. Churchill Downs will open the 2022 Spring Meet on Saturday, April 30 for the kickoff of Kentucky Derby Week. 
 
ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 

Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The Kentucky Derby, the 
longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in Louisville, CDRT features a series of themed 
race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and conducts Thoroughbred horse racing during three race meets in the 
Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and 
provides seating for approximately 60,000 guests. The saddling paddock and the stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 1,400 
horses and a 114-room dormitory for backstretch personnel. CDRT also has a year-round simulcast wagering facility. 
www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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