
 

KENTUCKY OAKS DAY 
 
 Kentucky Oaks Day is the third largest 
attended horse race in America only behind the 
Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes and Belmont 
Stakes.  
 The Friday afternoon program at Churchill 
Downs on the day before the Kentucky Derby – an 
unofficial Louisville holiday with many schools and 
businesses closed – has blossomed in recent decades. 

In 1980, Oaks Day attendance was 49,556. Three 
decades later, a record 124,589 attended the 2016 
festivities, which marked the 16th time in the last 17 
years that attendance topped 100,000. 
 Wagering on the 13-race card in 2016 was an 
unprecedented $49,048,611, and more than $X 
million was wagered on the Oaks alone, which also 
was a record.  
 The $1 million Longines Kentucky Oaks – the 
Derby’s sister race – is the nation’s most lucrative 
race for 3-year-old fillies. The winner receives a 
silver trophy plus an estimated $564,200 payday and 
a garland of pink lilies (first awarded in 1991). The 

maximum number of starters in the 1 1/8-mile race is 
14, and at least 13 fillies have been in the starting 
gate for seven of the last 11 years. Preference to start 
is given to fillies that earned the most points in 30 
designated races that comprise the “Road to the 
Kentucky Oaks.”  
 The roster of Oaks winners reads like “Who’s 
Who” of outstanding 3-year-old fillies, including 27 
victors that would be named Champion 3-Year-Old 
Filly at year’s end. In fact, eight of the last 15 
winners earned championship honors: Farda Amiga 
(2002), Bird Town (2003), Ashado (2004), Rags to 
Riches (2007), Proud Spell (2008), Rachel 

Alexandra (2009), Blind Luck (2010) and 
Untapable (2014).  
 Nine Oaks champs are enshrined in horse 
racing’s Hall of Fame: Bold ‘n Determined (1980), 
Cicada (1962), Dark Mirage (1968), Davona Dale 
(1979), Princess Doreen (1924), Princess Rooney 
(1983), Real Delight (1952), Silverbulletday (1999) 
and Susan’s Girl (1972). Susan’s Girl was ranked 
No. 51 on The Blood-Horse’s Top 100 Racehorses of 
the 20th Century with Cicada at No. 62 and Davona 
Dale at No. 90.  
 Untapable, the 2014 winner owned by 
Winchell Thoroughbreds and trained by Steve 

Asmussen, gave recently-retired jockey Rosie 

Napravnik her second win in the race in the last 
three years. She became the first female rider to win 
the Oaks in 2012 on Believe You Can. Winchell and 
Asmussen also teamed to win the 2005 Oaks with 
Summerly. 
 In 2015, the homebred Lovely Maria provided 
a third Kentucky Oaks victory to both Brereton 
Jones, the former governor of Kentucky, and trainer 
and Hopkinsville, Ky. native Larry Jones. The 
unrelated Joneses had earlier won the Oaks with 
Proud Spell (2008) and Believe You Can (2012). The 
Oaks triumph was the first for 56-year-old jockey 

Kerwin Clark, whose victory in America’s premier 
race for 3-year-old fillies capped what the Louisiana-
born veteran called “the best day of my life.” 
 The 2016 winner was Cash is King LLC’s 
Cathryn Sophia, trained by John Servis and ridden 
by Javier Castellano. 
 Within the last decade, Oaks winners Rags to 
Riches (2007) and Rachel Alexandra (2009) defeated 
males in Triple Crown races in their subsequent 
starts. Rags to Riches edged eventual two-time Horse 
of the Year Curlin in a dramatic renewal of the 
Belmont Stakes (GI) to become the classic’s first 
female winner since 1905. Rachel Alexandra 

defeated Kentucky Derby winner Mine That Bird in 
the Preakness (GI) on her way to Horse of the Year 
honors.   
 Like its Derby counterpart, the Kentucky Oaks 
has been run every year without interruption since 
1875. Developed by Churchill Downs founder Col. 
M. Lewis Clark, the Oaks debuted on May 19, 1875, 
as part of Churchill's inaugural meet. 
 The Oaks, televised nationally from 5-6 p.m. 
on NBCSN, shares much of the pageantry, color and 
festivities that make the Kentucky Derby as 

America’s greatest springtime sports party. In 2009, 
it stepped out of the Derby’s shadow to become an 
American sports classic in its own right with a 
“Ladies First” theme, complete with a “Pink Out” 
and a focus on fashion and important causes. 
 “Kentucky Oaks Day has always celebrated the 
top female equine athletes in our sport, and so Oaks 

Day is a natural opportunity for us to reach out to 
women around the world and encourage them to join 
us for a great day of racing, entertainment and 
awareness of issues that matter most to them,” 
Robert L. Evans, chairman and chief executive 
officer of Churchill Downs Incorporated said in 
2009. 
 “The Oaks is one of those coveted races that all 
trainers would like to win,” said Hall of Fame trainer 
D. Wayne Lukas, who has trained four Kentucky 
Oaks winners. “I think you can go in there to 
Churchill Downs on Friday and Saturday and if you 
win either one of them, you can come out of there 

with a pretty good feeling.” 
 Calumet Farm, which holds the record for 
most Kentucky Derby wins at eight, also holds the 
record for Oaks victories, with six. Calumet also was 
the most recent owner to capture the Oaks and Derby 
in the same year, campaigning 1952 Oaks winner 
Real Delight and 1952 Derby winner Hill Gail.  
 Hall of Fame trainer Woody Stephens won the 
Oaks five times and leads all trainers in total 
victories. Legendary Ben Jones, who trained 
Calumet’s Oaks and Derby-winning duo in 1952, is 
the last trainer to saddle the winners of both races in 
the same year. 

 Legendary jockeys Eddie Arcaro and Manuel 

Ycaza, both members of racing’s Hall of Fame, each 
rode a record four Oaks winners. Seven jockeys have 
won the Oaks and Derby in the same year, with 
Calvin Borel the most recent in 2009 with a sweep 
aboard Rachel Alexandra (Oaks) and Mine That 

Bird (Derby).  
 The fastest Kentucky Oaks on record was won 
by champion Bird Town in 2003 when she completed 
the 1 1/8-mile distance in 1:48.64. Rachel Alexandra 
scored the most decisive Oaks victory in 2009 when 
she prevailed by a jaw-dropping 20 ¼ lengths. 
 The Oaks, which was awarded Grade I status 

in 1978, has been run at 1 1/8 miles since 1982 and 
has also been contested at 1 1/16 miles, 1 1/4 miles 
and 1 1/2 miles over the years. Its purse first 
showcased $1 million in prize money in 2011. 
 The 26-acre Infield at Churchill Downs was 
opened as part of the annual Oaks Day experience in 
1989. Five years later in 1994, Churchill Downs 
unveiled its first official Kentucky Oaks logo to 
brand the event. A new logo is developed annually 
and a line of officially-licensed Kentucky Oaks 
merchandise was introduced in 2005. 
 The Oaks/Derby Double – a popular wager that 

requires bettors to correctly pick the winners of the 
Oaks and Derby on the following day – debuted in 
2003. A record $2,562,510 was wagered in 2015. 
 


