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NO TURF RACING FOR CLOSING WEEKEND STAKES AT CHURCHILL DOWNS 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Tuesday, June 28, 2022) – Churchill Downs Racetrack officials have opted to suspend racing over 
the Matt Winn Turf Course for four stakes events on Saturday and Sunday to allow the root system on the new course to 
continue to develop.  
 
 Racing on turf at Churchill Downs was initially paused June 11 with hope for a possible return on closing weekend 
of the Spring Meet. The decision to cease was made following turf training over the seven-furlong grass oval Tuesday. 
 
 “The root system for the new Bermuda-hybrid continues to mature each day and its development has benefited 
from the warm climate and 2 ½-week rest, but it’s not where we want it to be just yet,” said Churchill Downs President 
Mike Anderson. “Additional time is needed for the course to become more robust and we’ll give it time.” 
 

The $350,000 Wise Dan (Grade II) for older horses, which was scheduled for Saturday at 1 1/16 miles on turf, will 
be put on hiatus for 2022. The three other stakes will be run over their published distances and transferred from turf to the 
main dirt track: Saturday’s $200,000 American Derby (Listed) for 3-year-olds at 1 1/16 miles; Saturday’s $200,000 Tepin for 
3-year-old fillies at one mile; and Sunday’s $160,000 Anchorage Overnight Stakes for fillies and mares, 4-years-old and up, 
at one mile. 

 
ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 

Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The Kentucky 
Derby, the longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in Louisville, CDRT 
features a series of themed race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and conducts Thoroughbred horse 
racing during three race meets in the Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt 
track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and provides seating for approximately 60,000 guests. The saddling paddock 
and the stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 1,400 horses and a 114-room dormitory for backstretch personnel. 
CDRT also has a year-round simulcast wagering facility. www.ChurchillDowns.com.     
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