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STATEMENT FROM CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 
  

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Wednesday, May 3, 2023) – Transparency is an important component of our 
commitment to safety and accountability in horse racing. We share the concern of our fans who have questions 
about the recent equine fatalities at Churchill Downs Racetrack and we extend our sincere condolences to those 
who love and cared for these horses. 
 
Since Opening Night of Kentucky Derby Week, two horses trained by Saffie Joseph Jr. have died suddenly of 
cause yet to be identified: Parents Pride on Saturday and Chasing Artie on Tuesday. Two other horses sustained 
musculoskeletal injuries from which they could not recover: Wild on Ice last Thursday while training on dirt and 
Take Charge Briana during a turf race on Tuesday. Wild on Ice was transported to Rood & Riddle Equine 
Hospital for care, but both were ultimately euthanized for humane reasons. 
 
While a series of events like this is highly unusual, it is completely unacceptable. We take this very seriously and 
acknowledge that these troubling incidents are alarming and must be addressed. We feel a tremendous 
responsibility to our fans, the participants in our sport and the entire industry to be a leader in safety and 
continue to make significant investments to eliminate risk to our athletes. We have full confidence in our racing 
surfaces and have been assured by our riders and horsemen that they do as well.   
 
Each horse was transported to the University of Kentucky Veterinary Diagnostics Lab for complete necropsies.  
We continue to press for answers and are working with regulators to conduct swift and thorough investigations.  
 
The safety and well-being of horses is a critical issue for which everyone in the industry shares responsibility; 
however, we will continue to take every measure to ensure that we are providing the safest possible environment  
for horses on our property.  
 
ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 

Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The 
Kentucky Derby, the longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in 
Louisville, CDRT features a series of themed race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and 
conducts Thoroughbred horse racing during three race meets in the Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is 
located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and provides seating for 
approximately 60,000 guests. The stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 1,400 horses and a 114-room 
dormitory for backstretch personnel. CDRT also has a year-round simulcast wagering facility. 
www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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