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LINDA BEATS HARMONIZE TO WIN GRADE II, $200,000 MRS. REVERE 
 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Friday, Nov. 25, 2016) – Janis R. Whitham’s homebred Linda rated nicely in the early stages, rallied wide on 
the turn for home and used a powerful closing kick to outrun Grade I Del Mar Oaks champ Harmonize down the stretch and win 
Saturday’s 26th running of the $200,000 Mrs. Revere (Grade II) at Churchill Downs by 2 ½ lengths.  
 
 The Mrs. Revere – the penultimate North American graded stakes race of the year for 3-year-old fillies on grass – was one of 
three stakes races on a 12-race “Black Friday” program at Churchill Downs. Earlier of the card, Finley’sluckycharm romped to win 
the 12th running of the $82,400 Dream Supreme Overnight Stakes. Later, 3-year-old Gun Runner won the 142nd running of the 
$500,000 Clark Handicap Presented by Norton Healthcare (GI). 
 

Trained by red-hot duo of Ian Wilkes and ridden by Brian Hernandez Jr., Linda ran 1 1/16 miles in 1:44.63 over a Matt 
Winn Turf Course rated “firm” to collect the first graded stakes win of her career.  

 
Wilkes has saddled five winners over the last two days, including stakes winners Linda and Thatcher Street, who prevailed in 

Thursday’s $100,000 River City Handicap (GIII). Also, Wilkes collected his 500th career winner on Thursday. Meanwhile, Hernandez 
has won a trio of stakes since Thursday. He was aboard Thatcher Street and Linda for Wilkes and rode Finley’sluckycharm to victory 
on Friday. 

 
Whitham, Wilkes and Hernandez will team together again Saturday in the $200,000 Kentucky Jockey Club (GII) with 

promising 2-year-old colt McCraken, who is the 7-2 morning line favorite for the 1 1/16-mile race. 
 
Linda banked the $116,560 first prize and rewarded her backers with $10, $4.20 and $4.20 in the field of 11 3-year-old fillies.  
 
“That was a hell of a performance because that was a nice Grade I-winning horse (Harmonize) that she had held off,” Wilkes 

said. “Anytime you hold off a Grade I horse like that, and that’s our first stakes win with her, that’s a big performance. She was slow to 
develop as a baby and went through a few things but when she came to us she just blossomed and got better and better.” 

 
Celestial Insight, Caren and Cross Country made the early running and led the field through fractions of :24.26, :48.61 and 

1:13.57 as Linda had only three horses beaten as the group ran down the backstretch. As the field entered the turn for home, Linda 
commenced her winning move from eighth on the outside and quickly drew even with the leaders at the top of the lane. Harmonize 
drew even from the outside but Linda shook away from that rival in the final stages for the comfortable win.  

 
“We had thought she would run that well but for her told hold off a challenge form Harmonize like she did,” Hernandez said. 

“That was real impressive.” 
 

 Runner-up Harmonize, the 2-1 second betting choice at 2-1 odds under Junior Alvarado, paid $3.20 and $2.80. Sweet 
Tapper, an 89-1 longshot also trained by Wilkes, was another 5 ¼ lengths back in third under Chris Landeros and paid $14.60. 
 

Mo Knows, Shelbysmile, 9-5 favorite Hawksmoor (IRE), Cross Country, Fitpitcher, Celestial Insight, Strive and Caren 
completed the order of finish. Dear Elaine, Noble Beauty, Ready for Chianti and Nobody’s Fault were scratched. 
 
 The winner’s share of the purse pushed Linda’s earnings to $277,010 from a record of 3-3-1 in eight starts. 
 
 Linda, which means “beautiful” in Portuguese, is a gray daughter of Scat Daddy out of the Sunny’s Halo mare Beautiful Noise 
who was bred in Kentucky by her owner.   
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The Mrs. Revere is named in honor of Mrs. Revere, an accomplished Churchill Downs fan favorite in the mid-1980s. Mrs. 

Revere won 12 races in 28 starts, finished second seven times and earned $429,545 for Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott. Her six wins in a 
dozen starts at Churchill Downs included stakes triumphs in the Regret, Dogwood and Edgewood in 1984 and the Kentucky Cardinal 
in 1985. She was owned by Drs. David Richardson and Hiram Polk, who have provided the winner’s trophy for the Mrs. Revere in 
each year of its existence. 
 
 In the Dream Supreme, Carl R. Moore Management LLC’s 3-year-old filly Finley’sluckycharm, trained by Bret Calhoun 
and ridden by Brian Hernandez Jr., forced the early pace and drew off in the stretch to easily beat Moiety by 8 ½ lengths while 
clocking six furlongs over a fast track in 1:08.58 – a stakes record for the 12-year-old race. In her stakes debut, the daughter of Twirling 
Candy paid $3 to win as the 1-2 favorite in the field of eight fillies and mares and banked $49,547. Overall, she has won five of six 
starts, including three in a row, and $183,547. A start in the Grade I, $300,000 La Brea, a seven-furlong test at Santa Anita on Dec. 26, 
is possible, according to Calhoun. 
 
 Racing resumes Saturday at Churchill Downs with a 12-race program that begins at 1 p.m. (all times Eastern). The 90th 
running of the $200,000 Kentucky Jockey Club (GII) – a “Prep Season” race on the Road to the Kentucky Derby – and the 73rd 
running of the $200,000 Golden Rod (GII) for fillies are the headliners on the second-to-last day of Churchill Downs’ 21-date Fall 
Meet. Billed as “Stars of Tomorrow II,” each of the 12 races is exclusively for 2-year-olds that may have aspirations of trail-blazing their 
way to next spring’s Kentucky Derby Presented by Yum! Brands and Longines Kentucky Oaks. 
 
 There’s a 19-day carryover of $163,511 on the 20-cent minimum Single 6 Jackpot, which covers Races 7-12 starting at 3:57 
p.m. 
 

MRS. REVERE QUOTES 
 
IAN WILKES, trainer of LINDA (winner): “That was a hell of a performance because that was a nice Grade I-winning horse 
(Harmonize) that she had held off. Anytime you hold off a Grade I horse like that, and that’s our first stakes win with her, that’s a big 
performance. She was slow to develop as a baby and went through a few things but when she came to us she just blossomed and got 
better and better.” 

Q: What made you decide to run her on the turf? “She wasn’t winning on the dirt. Horses in her family typically perform a 
lot better on the turf. Not sure what’s next. We’ll give her a little break, not a long one just a little break and I’ll talk to (owner) Mrs. 
(Janis) Whitham and make a plan for next win.” 
 
BRIAN HERNANDEZ JR., jockey of LINDA (winner): “(Trainer) Ian (Wilkes) is having a great few days. The filly ran big for us 
today and everything’s going well. We had thought she would run that well but for her told hold off a challenge form Harmonize like 
she did. That was real impressive.” 
 
KENNY McCARTHY, assistant to BILL MOTT, trainer of HARMONIZE (runner-up): “She made that big move around the 
turn and looked like she was going to get a big piece of it, but Ian’s (trainer Ian Wilkes) horse was just a little better than us today. She 
tries hard. I know he (Mott) was a little concerned about the cut in the ground – he said she really liked to hear her feet rattle. That was 
kind of what led us to take the wide path with her, just trying to find better ground. But I think she ran her race and Ian is just on fire 
this week.” 
 
JUNIOR ALVARADO, jockey on HARMONIZE (runner-up): “I had a good trip. I was following that horse (Linda) and the 
(trainer Arnaud) Delacour horse (Hawksmoor). As it happened I was behind the 6 (Linda) the whole way around until a little before the 
five-sixteenths, and that’s when the 6 started picking it up. So I started moving forward at that point, too. I thought the only chance I 
had to beat her was to get the jump on her and get in front of her, and maybe she would get a little intimated. I did get in front of her, 
but she did not get intimidated at all and she came back and got me. Probably that having to move a little early cost me a little bit, too.  
But she ran her race. She always shows up. She’s a very nice filly.”  
 
CHRIS LANDEROS, jockey on SWEET TAPPER (stablemate of Linda, third): “She was training well going up to the race and 
Ian thought our whole point was to get a little ‘black type’ under her for later down the road. She was training well going into the race 
and I just tried to be patient with her, get her a little confident and kick for home. She really ran a great race.”  
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DREAM SUPREME QUOTES 
 
BRIAN HERNANDEZ, JR., jockey of FINELY’SLUCKYCHARM (winner): “She was the best horse, it looked like. The 
allowance race that she came out of was a good field; it had Streamline who came back to run second yesterday (in the Falls City 
Handicap). So today I just rode her with all the confidence and let her show her stuff and she showed it today. The thing about her is 
that she’s so naturally fast that the best thing you can do with her is just stay out of her way. She gets fast and kind of runs horses off 
their feet which is a great aspect of hers because then they get tired and can’t keep up with her.” 
 
BRET CALHOUN, trainer of FINLEY’SLCUKYCHARM (winner): “We thought a lot of her last winter. We stretched her out 
and it looked like she had some problems in that race so we went ahead and gave her time off and she’s come back great from it. Today 
we ran her back a little quicker than we wanted, but she ran real well. When you run those faster numbers that she did, you typically 
want to give her some time off but she really showed up today.” 

Q: Where might she run next? “We haven’t thought too much about it. That race out in California (Grade I, $300,000 La 
Brea over seven furlongs at Santa Anita on Dec. 26) could be a possibility. That may be a little quicker than I would like to run her but 
we’ll keep it in mind.” 

 
EOIN HARTY, trainer of MOIETY (runner-up): “Do you know where the winner is going? Good Lord, I hope she doesn’t go to 
California. My filly is a very lightly-raced filly, but she’s never run a bad race. She really impressed me today because he (jockey Javier 
Castellano) was after her from her from about the half-mile pole home. Usually when you ride a horse that aggressively they’ll throw 
their head up and quit on you, but she kept going and she held second pretty convincingly.” 
 
JAVIER CASTELLANO, jockey on MOIETY (runner-up): “She ran great. She ran a really good race and I was really happy with 
the way she did it today. She was second-best. Unfortunately, we hooked up with that filly (Finley’sluckycharm). She ran in 1:08 and 
was a really easy winner. But I’m very happy with her. She beat the rest of the field and was just second-best today.” 
 
HELEN PITTS-BLASI, trainer of ATHENA (third): “I was proud of her today. She ran good and she got beat by two nice 
horses. They went fast – eight and change – and I think this (distance) is her ticket. I was proud of her.” 
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