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CHURCHILL DOWNS ANNOUNCES FESTIVITIES FOR  
THURBY PRESENTED BY OLD FORESTER 

 
Tickets Include Food with Reserved Seats Starting at $60 and Limited General Admission at Only $40 

 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Monday, April 26, 2021) – Churchill Downs Racetrack announced today a lineup of 
festivities for Thurby presented by Old Forester. This year’s Thurby, on Thursday, April 29, will continue the 
tradition of celebrating the best of Kentucky including culture, fare and live racing.   
 
 The event highlights will include a day of music that celebrates the Commonwealth, including a 
collaboration with musician and Kentucky native Ben Sollee. Other Pagoda performances, scheduled between 
live races, will feature Scott T. Smith, Zaniah and Abby Hamilton. Guests will enjoy Kentucky-inspired 
cuisine offered throughout the racetrack and can sip the Official Thurby Cocktail, The Old Forester Old 
Fashioned while watching 11 thrilling Thoroughbred races including the Unbridled Sidney and Opening 
Verse Overnight Stakes. A special-edition sticker designed by local Louisville artist Bri Bowers will allow 
guests to take the spirit of Thurby home.     
 
 “Thurby has quickly become one of the most treasured traditions of Kentucky Derby Week,” Churchill 
Downs Racetrack President Mike Anderson said. “It is the opportunity to celebrate what makes Kentucky, and 
the people in it, so unique and special. This year, we have creatively designed live entertainment throughout the 
racing schedule so guests can enjoy the day of festivities from their reserved seats.”  
 
 Tickets to Thurby can be purchased at https://www.kentuckyderby.com/visit/derby-week/thurby. 
Reserved seats starts at $60 and include food and non-alcoholic beverages. Limited General Admission tickets 
with no seat will be sold on the day of the event at the Churchill Downs Ticket Office for only $40, which will 
also include food and non-alcoholic beverages for the day. Gates open at 11:30 a.m., and the first race begins at 
12:45 p.m. 

 
ABOUT CHURCHILL DOWNS RACETRACK 

Churchill Downs Racetrack (“CDRT”), the world’s most legendary racetrack, has been the home of The 
Kentucky Derby, the longest continually held annual sporting event in the United States, since 1875. Located in 
Louisville, CDRT features a series of themed race days during Derby Week, including the Kentucky Oaks, and 
conducts Thoroughbred horse racing during three race meets in the Spring, September, and the Fall. CDRT is 
located on 175 acres and has a one-mile dirt track, a 7/8-mile turf track, a stabling area, and provides seating for 
approximately 60,000 guests. The saddling paddock and the stable area has barns sufficient to accommodate 
1,400 horses and a 114-room dormitory for backstretch personnel. CDRT also has a year-round simulcast 
wagering facility. www.ChurchillDowns.com. 
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